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SPECIAL ACTIVITIES — JANUARY and FEBRUARY

Birthday Social

Join us for our Annual Birthday Social on Sunday, January 29, 2012,
from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. This event celebrates everyone’s birthday at the
same time and includes games and refreshments. This year,
entertainment will be provided by “The Straw Hats” quartet who sing
barbershop and gospel music. A free-will offering will be collected and
given to the group to benefit cancer research.

The Birthday Social is sponsored by W.0.W.

Come Celebrate Your Birthday!

Shrove Tuesday Service

We prepare for the season of Lent by gathering together on Tuesday, February 21st at
7:00 p.m. for a brief Shrove Tuesday service. During this service, we will burn the palms
in order to prepare the ashes we will use for Ash Wednesday Service.

Ash Wednesday Service

To begin Lent, we will meet on Wednesday, February 22nd at 7:00 p.m. for an Ash
Wednesday Service, where we will celebrate Holy Communion with the
Imposition of Ashies. On every Wednesday evening during Lent, we will join with
our brothers and sisters in Christ from St. Andrew’s, Christ, St. Paul’s Southside
and St. Paul’s ITI for Midweek Lenten Services. At 6:00 p.m., we will enjoy a
stmple supper of soup, bread and dessert, followed by a worship service at 7:00
p.m. Watch for the schedule and host church list in the church bulletin. "We
welcome everyone to participate in these Midweek Lenten services.
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> Pastor’s Pen

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

1 write this page just a few days before Christmas 2011. Although I am planning for the Christmas Eve services
and the Christmas Day worship, I can’t help but think of our Live Nativity, which was on Saturday, December 11.
There has been one person, Nancy Walters, who has spearheaded this event since it began. This year Nancy wished
to pass on most of the responsibilities to other people if at all possible. After Nancy identified the responsibilities, I
announced one or two of them at a time asking for people to volunteer to help. The positions were filled. For the
first time, for me at least, it seemed our Live Nativity was a congregational effort with so many people joining
together to make it happen and be successful in doing so.

I share this story with you all by the suggestion of many people who have already heard it. Everything came
together that day: the lights, the luminaries, the refreshments, the Sunday school children, and finally, the animals.
The trailer arrived to unload the burro, 2 goats and 2 sheep. All seemed to be going well, so I headed to the church
to get ready for Saturday evening worship. But then I heard a commotion. I stopped, turned around and saw people
running, and I realized they were chasing a sheep, which had escaped from the owners. ‘

The sheep ran across the field, raced across the parking lot between parked cars, paused in the meditation garden,
scurried among the tombstones in the Jewish cemetery, and proceeded into the road where it stopped. It was like a
scene from a movie...cars were stopped at every angle with high beams and brake lights gleaming to avoid hitting
this animal. The sheep took off again into the woods and then into the yards of neighbors along Arndt Road. ] went
into church to change clothes, and people kept me updated as to what was happening outside.

By the time church began, the sheep had been caught. I thought it stopped for a drink in 2 back yard koi pond, but I
understand that it either fell into the pond or walked into the pond. The owner’s son finally found the sheep,
grabbed the leash on the sheep’s collar and hoped to bring the animal back to the straw of the nativity. However,
the sheep had ideas of its own. It would not budge! Another parishioner had to push the sheep while the young
man tried pulling it. Finally in frustration the young man lifted up this woolly, but very wet animal and carried him
so that the sheep could join the other animals in the nativity. At first, I thought the young man was pulled into the
koi pond as well because of how wet he was, but was told he was soaked because of carrying a wet sheep.

After a while, they both were where they were supposed to be...the sheep with the other animals in the straw and
the young man at the fire drying some socks and shoes and trying to keep warm.

This whole story gave new meaning to the shepherd and the sheep... .that night there were many people who were
looking for the one lost sheep. It was a congregation and community effort. It was the same effort, by the whole
congregation, which made the Live Nativity a success again this year. Although we never lost any sheep while
Nancy was in charge!

- Once again, I want to thank everyone who was involved in making the Live Nativity a moving and wonderful
experience in telling the story of our Lord’s birth in words and actions.

Blessings to you all in the New Year,

Pastor Jean
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